
Aerial Lift
Familiarization
and Training
Clarified

VERBlAGE IN THE standards and regulations
is often confusing for owners and opera-
tors of equipment. It's even more perplex-
ing when the terms used to define two
different tasks are difficult to distinguish.
The 1999 update to the ANSI A92.6

standard for self-propelled e1evating work
platforms, induding boom lifts, dearly
differentiated training from the newly
introduced definition of familiarization.
Training recognized safety hazards and
consisted of the instructions necessary for
the trainee to become a qualified person
(trained operator), while familiarization
regarded the control functions and safety
devices on a specific aerial platform to be
operated by a qualified person. In 2006, the
standards were updated again to consis-
tendy incorporate this language and were
revised to add that the information regard-
ing control functions and safety devices is
to be given to the operator who will control
machine movement.
However, the distinction between

training and familiarization is still not
complete1y understood by the industry.
To eliminate the confusion, Aerial Work
Platform Training Inc., Schenectady, NY.,
issued a technical guidance on familiar-
ization and training last month, detailing
how both are necessary for complete aerial
work platform safety.
According to AWPT, the major differ-

ence between training and familiarization
is the scope and extent of material covered.
Operator training addresses the safe use,
general operating practices, and recogni-
tion of hazards when covering a category
of aerial platforms like self-propelled e1e-
vating work platforms or boom-supported
e1evating work platforms. The AWPT

technical guidance says it only addresses
the control functions and safety devices of
the specific machine being utilized in the
training dass. Not every machine on the
market can be covered in a training dass,
so before aerial lift operation, there needs
to be unit-specIDc familiarization.
Aerial work platform familiarization is

given to individuals who are qualified. "In
other words, you must be trained before you
can be familiarized," the guidance reads.
The dealerIrental company has the respon-
sibility to provide familiarization to the
person designated by the receiving party, or
the person directing his employees to oper-
ate the machine. The recipient must ensure
that operators are properly trained, familiar-
ized, and made aware of the requirements
of an operator as defined by ANSI prior to
authorizing aerial lift operation. To read the
entire technical guidance on familiarization
and training, go to www.awpt.org. The
document can be downloaded for free.
Understanding the difference between

aerial work platform training and famil-
iarization only skims the surface when
it comes to aerial lift safety. This fall,
Industrial Lift and Hoistwill host the one-
day SafeAccess, Fall Protection &Training
(SAF-T) Conference in Baltimore, Md.,
which is designed to promote the safe use
of powered access equipment to owners
and end users through presentations from
industry safety experts and open discus-
sion among colleagues.
AWP manufacturers, fall protection

device producers, national and regional
rental companies, and key trade associations
are expected to take part in the event. Visit
www.saf-tconference.com for more infor-
mation. We hope to see you there. ~
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