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Foreword 
 
This guideline has been prepared by the International Powered Access Federation (IPAF), as a 
result of requests from industry bodies, users and manufacturers. It has been based on 
proposals from IPAF using BS7981, and BS EN 1495, Lifting Platforms ï Mast Climbing Work 
Platforms and has subsequently been reviewed and endorsed by the Scaffold Industry 
Association (SIA). It also includes influences from the Center for Protection of Workers Rights 
(CPWR) Mast Climbers Group, ANSI A92.9, OSHA 1926 Subpart L, óScaffoldsô, Cal OSHAôs 
specific MCWP guidance, and IPAFôs International MCWP Committee.  
 
Mast climbing work platforms (MCWPs) are increasingly being used as temporary work places, 
giving variable height access to specific areas above ground level. In many cases MCWPs are 
more convenient to use than other forms of access equipment such as ladders, fixed 
scaffolding, or staging, or swingstage. Examples of MCWPs are shown in Figures 1, 2 and 3. 
 
This guideline sets out recommendations to ensure that MCWPs are installed, maintained, 
examined and used in a safe manner. 
 
Annex A, Annex B, and Annex C are informative. 
 
Compliance with this code does not of itself confer immunity from legal obligations. 
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1. Scope 
 
This Guideline provides recommendations for persons responsible for the installation, maintenance and frequent 
inspection of MCWPs. It also provides recommendations on the safe use of MCWPs. 
 
This Guideline gives recommendations for MCWPs, which are temporarily and permanently installed, electrically or 
gas powered, and designed to be used by one or more person(s) from which to carry out work. The vertical moving 
components (work platform) are used to move those same persons and their equipment and materials to and from 
a single boarding point. These restrictions differentiate MCWPs from construction elevators. 
 
This Guideline gives recommendations for MCWPs including those that meet the requirements of ANSI A92.9. 
These MCWPs typically can be considered to consist of four assemblies, or groups of parts, as follows: 
 

a) At least one mast which is climbed by and which supports the platform. 
b) A work platform capable of supporting persons, equipment, tools and materials, etc. 
c) A wheeled chassis, or a base frame, supporting the mast structure. 
d) Mast tie assemblies. 

 
Notes: 
1. The chassis or base frame can provide stability for MCWPs up to a predetermined free-standing height, above which the mast(s) is 

tied to the building or other structure. 
2. Figure 1 shows a single mast mobile MCWP. Figure 2 shows a twin mast MCWP that, for illustrative purposes, shows examples of a 

fixed base and a mobile base. Twin mast machines on site either have two fixed bases or two mobile chassis. Figure 3 shows typical 
mast tie arrangements. 

 

This Guideline does not give recommendations for dealing with the hazards involved in the maneuvering, erection 
or dismantling, fixing or removing of any materials or equipment which are not part of the MCWP. Neither does it 
deal with the handling of specific hazardous materials. 
 
This Guideline does not give recommendations for delivering persons and materials to fixed landing levels. Such 
equipment, referred to as lifts or hoists are dealt with by other standards such as ANSI A92.10 Transport Platforms, 
ANSI A10.4 Personnel Hoists and ANSI A10.5 Material Hoists, Mobile Elevating Work Platforms (MEWPs) 
conforming to ANSI A92.5 Boom Lifts, and A92.6 Scissor Lifts. 
  

2. Reference Standard 
The following Standard contains provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the 
Guideline. For dated references, subsequent amendments to, or revisions of, any of these publications do not 
apply. For undated references, the latest edition of the publication referred to applies. 
 
ANSI A92.9 Mast-Climbing Work Platforms 
 

3. Terms and Definitions 
For the purpose of this standard the following terms and definitions apply. 
 
3.1 Rated Load. Load for which an MCWP has been designed for in normal operation, as stated in the load      

diagram/chart. 
 
3.2 Rated Speed. Vertical or horizontal speed for which an MCWP has been designed. 
 
3.3 Transfer. Any horizontal movement of an MCWP from one position to another on the same working site. 
 
3.4 Transport. Any movement of an MCWP outside the boundaries of the work site. 

3.5 Base Frame. Part of an MCWP that provides support for the mast and elevating assembly. 
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3.6 Chassis. Part of an MCWP that provides mobility and support for the mast and elevating assembly. 

3.7 Jacks or Outriggers. Supports at the base frame level used to maintain or increase the stability of an 
MCWP within specified conditions. (note: they may be used for leveling) 

3.8 Mast. Structure that supports and guides the platform. 

3.9 Guides. Parts of the mast which provide guiding for the platform. 

3.10 Mast Tie. Anchorage system used to provide lateral restraint to the mast from the building or other structure. 

3.11 Work Platform. Vertical, traveling, part of the installation upon which the persons, equipment and materials 
are carried, and from which, work is carried out. (Note: This is as opposed to an MCWP, which refers to the 
whole of the installation, among others, the work platform, mast, mast ties, base and chassis. The work 
platform includes the main platform and any platform extension.) 

3.12 Main Platform. Part of the work platform that is built up using primary structural elements. 

3.13 Buffer. Resilient stop at the end of the travel, comprising a means of arresting using fluids, springs or similar 
means. 

3.14 Overspeed. Any speed above rated speed. 

3.15 Safety Mechanism. Mechanical device for stopping and maintaining the work platform stationary on the mast 
in the event of overspeed. 

3.16 Competent Person. Person who is capable of identifying existing and predictable hazards in the 
surroundings or working conditions which are unsanitary, hazardous, or dangerous to employees, and who 
has authorization to take prompt corrective measures to eliminate them.(OSHA 1926 Subpart L) 

3.17 Qualified Person. Person who, by possession of a recognized degree, certificate, or professional standing, 
or who by extensive knowledge, training and experience, has successfully demonstrated his/her ability to 
solve, or resolve, problems related to the subject matter, the work, or the project.(OSHA 1926 Subpart L)  

3.18 Supplier Competent Person. Person appointed by the MCWP supplier who is responsible for planning the 
installation, method statements for the erection, safe operation, inspection, maintenance, frequent inspection 
and dismantling of MCWPs. 

3.19 User Competent Person. Person appointed by the user company who is responsible for devising safe 
systems of work and other aspects of use to be carried out from MCWPs. 

3.20 Installer. Person(s) responsible for installation, including erection, modification, and dismantling of MCWPs. 

3.21 Demonstrator. Person(s) responsible for the on-site management of safe use, inspection, servicing and 
maintenance of MCWPs, and the familiarization of operators on the job site. 
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3.22 User. Person(s) or entity that utilizes, or puts into operation, an MCWP. 

3.23 Operator. A qualified person (ANSI A92.9 definition), who controls the movement of an erected MCWP.  

3.24 Mobile MCWP installation. MCWP installation with no more than two ties, which is suitably designed for 
horizontal transfer on the job site. 
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Figure 1 

Typical Single Mast Mobile 

MCWP 

Note: Base protection omitted for 

clarity 
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Figure 2 �± Twin Mast MCWP illustrating one fixed and one mobile chassis 

Note: Base Protection Removed For Clarity 


